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ORDINANCE NO. 1995-2

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF BETHEL TOWNSHIP,

BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF

THE TOWNSHIP OF BETHEL TO REGULATE PENAL INSTITUTION USES.

BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of
Bethel Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, and it is hereby
enacted and ordained by authority of the same that the Bethel
Zoning Ordinance of 1977, as amended, is hereby further amended as
follows:

SECTION 1. Section 730, regarding uses permitted in the Rural
District by Special Exception, is hereby amended by adding the
following new subsection 730.11, to read as follows:

Section 730.11 Penal institution, subject to

Section 1036 of this Ordinance.

SECTION 2. Section 830, regarding uses permitted in the
Industrial-Commercial District by Special Exception, is hereby
amended by adding the following new subsection 830.09, to read as
follows:

Section 830.09 Penal institution, subject to

Section 1036 of this Ordinance.

SECTION 3. Section 930, regarding uses permitted in the
Environmental Protection District by Special Exception, is hereby
amended by adding the following new subsection 930.05, to read as
follows:

Section 930.05 Penal institution, subject to

Section 1036 of this Ordinance.



SECTION 4. Section 1000, regarding Supplementary Regulations,
is hereby amended by adding the following new section 1036, to read
as follows:

Section 1036 PENAL INSTITUTIONS. For purposes of

this Ordinance, a penal institution includes, but is not
limited to, any detention or rehabilitation facility to
which individuals, whether adults or Jjuveniles, and
whether convicted, paroled, or detained pending some
other status, are directed, ordered or committed by a
judge or other legal authority. A penal institution
includes both residential and day-time-only facilities.
A penal institution includes half-way houses and similar
facilities. ©No authorization for a building permit or
occupancy permit, as the case may be, shall be granted by
the Zoning Hearing Board for a penal institution, unless
the Zoning Hearing Board shall first determine that the
following regulations (in addition to those set forth in
Section 1135 of this Ordinance) are and will be complied
with:

1036.01 The minimum lot size for a penal
institution shall be ten (10) acres.

1036.02 The entire perimeter of any property

on which a penal institution is located shall be fully



enclosed by a chain link fence at least six (6) feet high
and topped with barbed wire.

1038.03 Every penal institution shall have
qualified security personnel on active duty twenty-four
hours per day. Active duty does not include any sleeping
time.

1036.04 To the extent permitted by law, every
penal institution shall provide monthly reports tc the Bethel
Township Police Department, or in the absence of such a
department, the Bethel Township Board of Supervisors, listing
the names, descriptions and criminal records of each
individual directed, ordered or committed to the penal
institution.

1036.05 No penal institution shall be permitted
where the penal institution would endanger the health, safety,
morals, or property (both real estate and personal property)
of the surrounding neighborhood, or lower the real estate
values of the surrounding neighborhood.

1036 .06 No penal institution shall be permitted
within six hundred (600) feet of any residential structure,
school, public library, church or other place of worship, such
distance to be measured from the closest boundary of the

property on which the penal institution is located.



1036.07 No penal institution shall be permitted
within two thousand (2,000) feet of the boundary of a Village
Center District or Rural Residential District, such distance
to be measured from the closest boundary of the property on
which the penal institution is located.

1036.08 The Zoning Hearing Board may impose such
other conditions or requirements in each individual case as it
may deem necessary to protect the public interest.

SECTION 5. If any part or provision of this Ordinance is

declared to be unconstitutional, invalid or unenforceable by any
Court having Jjurisdiction, such unconstitutional, invalid or
unenforceable part or provision hereof shall be severable and the
remaining portions of the Ordinance shall continue in full force
and effect.

SECTION 6. This Ordinance shall take effect five (5) days

after enactment, as provided by law.
ENACTED AND ORDAINED this /9 day of Jov/E , 1995.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF BETHEL
TOWNSHIP, BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

Attest:@/‘f%&‘/" By: /o"é ///}’b‘/"‘—
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