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ORDINANCE NO. /f@5z-%

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF BETHEL, BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, RESTRICTING THE
HEIGHT OF GRASS, WEEDS AND OTHER VEGETATION ON PRIVATE OR
PUBLIC PROPERTY WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP; PROVIDING FOR THE
REMCOVAL THEREOF AFTER NOTICE TOC THE OWNERS TCO DO SO, AND
IN DEFAULT THEREOF, TO COLLECT THE COSTS OF SUCH REMOVAL
BY THE TOWNSHIP; AND PRESCRIBING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION.

THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE IS ENACTED AND CORDAINED by the Board
of Supervisors of Bethel Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, by
authority of the same:

SECTION 1. Definitions: For purpcoses of this Ordinance

the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations shall
have the meaning given herein. When not inconsistent with the
context, words used in the present tense include the future, words
in the plural number include the singular number, and words in the
singular number include the plural number, and the word "shall" is
always mandatory and nct merely directory.

1 "Township" 1s the Township of Bethel, Berks
County, Pennsylvania.

2 ; "Board of Supervisors" is the Board of
Supervisors of Bethel Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania.

3. "Owner" is a person owning, leasing, occupying

or having charge of any premises within the Township.



7 "Person" is any natural person, firm,
partnership, association, corporation, company, club, society, or
organization of any kind.

B "Vegetation" is any grass, weed, noxious plant,
or vegetation whatsoever, which is not edible or planted for some
useful or ornamental purpose. For purposes of this ordinance,
vegetation does not include any agricultural crop.

SECTION 2. Unlawful Growths of Vegetation; Declaration

as Nuisance: The owner of any property in the Township shall not

permit the growth upon such property of any vegetation in excess of
a height of twelve (12) inches, or permit any vegetation to throw
off any unpleasant or noxious odor or pollen. Any such growth is
hereby declared to be a nuisance and detrimental to the health,
safety, cleanliness and comfort of the inhabitants of the Township.

SECTION 3. Written Notice to Violators: Whenever a

condition described in Section 2 is permitted or maintained, the
Board of Supervisors shall cause written notice to be served upon
the owner in one of the following manners:

1 By making personal delivery of the notice to
the owner;

D By handing a copy of the notice at the
residence of the owner to an adult member of the family with which
he resides, but if no adult member of the family 1is found, then to

an adult person in charge of such residence;



3 By fixing a copy of the notice to the door at
the entrance of the premises in violation;

4. By mailing a copy of the notice to the last
known address of the owner by certified mail;

5. By publishing a copy of the notice in a local
newspaper of general circulation within Berks County, Pennsylvania,
once a week for three (3) successive weeks.

Such notice shall set forth in what respect such
condition constitutes a violation of Section 2. Such notice shall
require the owner to commence action in accordance with the terms
thereof within twenty (20) days and thereafter, to comply fully
with its terms with reasonable dispatch, with all material to be
supplied and work to be done at the owner's expense.

SECTION 4. Penalty for Violation: If the owner, after

receiving due notice, refuses to comply with the terms thereof:
1 He shall, in addition to other penalties
provided by 1law, upon being found 1liable therefor in a civil
enforcement proceeding commenced by the Township, pay a fine not
exceeding Six Hundred Dollars ($600.00), plus all court costs,
including reasonable attorneys fees. No judgment shall be imposed
until the date of a determination of a violation by the district
justice. If the defendant neither pays nor timely appeals the
judgment, the Township may enforce the judgment pursuant to the

applicable rules of civil procedure.



Fis Tn addition to a fine, the Board of Supervisors
may direct the cutting to be done by the Township and to collect
the costs thereof from the owner in accordance with law.

s The Township, by means of a complaint in
equity, may compel the owner of the premises to comply with the
terms of any notice of violation, or seek any such other relief as
any court of competent jurisdiction is empowered to afford.

SECTION 5. Repealer. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances which are inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

SECTION 6. Severability. If any sentence, clause,

section, or part of this ordinance is for any reason found to be
unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, such unconstitutionality,
illegality or invalidity shall not affect or impair any of the
remaining provisions, sentences, clauses, sections, or parts of
this ordinance. It is hereby declared as the intent of the Board
of Supervisors of the Township of Bethel that this ordinance would
have been adopted had such unconstitutional, illegal or invalid
sentence, clause, section, or part thereof not been included

herein.



SECTION 7. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become

effective five days after enactment.

ENACTED AND ORDAINED this _ /5 % day of Jaéi , 1996.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF BETHEL
TOWNSHIP BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

4C7 //47' Chalrman
ATTEST: Wé;:

ecretary




